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DEADLINE
For September 2009 Area Meeting
please send all
contributions by Friday 28th August 2009
to:

P/H Newsletter
19 Castlegate
Pickering
YO18 7AX
01751 472827

email
newsletter@pebble8.freeserve.co.uk

Thank you

contributors for all your articles and photos
Keep them coming in!

Editors/cover design:

Alison Lawson and Phyllis and Paul Wicks
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CONGRATULATIONS !

Awards for Worfolk Cottage

,,,,,,

Did you know thateééeeée.
having been granted the Sustainability Award in the

Yorkshire Post Property Awards in November last year,

Worfolk was a finalist (one of three) in the Yorkshire Rural

Awards, sponsored by the O6Dal
Have you been there yet?

Go to www.worfolkcottage.co.uk to find out when it is
available and see lots more information and photographs.

For details of the recent Worfolk Weekend see pages 10/11

e S ma

Needing a Good Home..

Malton Meeting seek a good home for an electric Yamaha Organ, 25
- 30 years old, one owner and in good working order .It has three 10-
foot benches, one of which is painted. First come first served.
Contact either :
Kathy Bailey 01759 371473. kandnbailey@btinternet.com

or Barbara Woods on 01653 658574.

AThere i s a wonderful, m
three things we crave most in life i happiness, freedom
and peace of mind i are

al attained by Vion

ways gi

Author unknown

y st

Tunes In June

This concert is to help raise funds for
Pickering Friends Meeting House
Appeal.

Date: Saturday 20" June at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall, Potter Hill,
in Pickering.
Musical acts are all local and vibrant!

FOUR QUARTERS i an acappella group i very entertaining and
intricate blend of voices

DAVID SWANNi singer-songwriter par excellence i fantastic

interaction with the audience and very melodic style

LES BOUGHTONi wonderful guitarist, blues-rock, writes own
songs too

JAMSIDE UPi a blend of different traditions, great harmonies and
a wide range of instruments from harmonicas to mandolas!

DAVID GRIFFITHS i
Grapelli-style violinist

local virtuoso and much-loved Stefan

HARMONIAG a new female choir based in Malton

Drinks and cakes will be served during the break.
Please come along and support it. All profits towards the Meeting
House Fund. It will be a sizzling evening!

Tickets are £5 on the door or from Alison Lawson 01751 472827
It would be helpful to know in advance if you are planning to come
along. Thank you.

15
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Ministry in Meeting two weeks ago......at Pickering Meeting.

| was sitting near the door when five minutes into Meeting | heard footsteps
crunching the gravel outside. When the Meeting Room door opened two
dear friends bounced in whom | had not been expecting to see in
Yorkshired | et al one Meeting for
over a year. They just turned up! My reaction was predictabled surprise
and delight mixedd or perhaps | should say Surprise! What happened next
was less predictabled | went into a sort of delayed shock, a jolt to the solar
plexus andd to my dismayd tears! What happened next surprised me
more. | was on my feet and talking about being Surprised by Joyd the
instant disempowering effect of it, the suddenness of it, the overwhelming
nature of random experience. | thought of the quotation from Advices and
Queriesd In times of distress or great joy, the doors of the spirit are open...
| sat down. A length of time ensued until finally a Friend stood up and
quoted from the following poem:

Snow

The room was suddenly rich and the great bay-window was
Spawning snow and pink roses against it

Soundlessly collateral and incompatible:

World is suddener than we fancy it.

World is crazier and more of it than we think,
Incorrigibly plural. | peel and portion

A tangerine and spit the pips and feel

The drunkenness of things being various.

And the fire flames with a bubbling sound for world

Is more spiteful and gay than one supposesi

On the tongue on the eyes on the ears in the palms of your handsi
There is more than glass between the snow and the huge roses.
Louis Macneice

It expressed far better than | ever could, the effect of Experience which is
suddenly Ot hered and.Whatsneaningadoes thelasm a
line of the poem have for you? is there a place for sharing our

experiencesd for talking about Ministry - in the newsletter? Is it important to
share some of the inner experiences in the life of our Meetings?

Alison Lawson

Wor ship.

AREA MEETING CALENDAR

Beverley First Wednesday of the month Meeting for Worship
12.306 1.00 pm Bring lunch. Drinks provided.
12.300 1.00 pm
Hull Meeting for
Weds 12.456 1.15 pm Worship
First Wednesday of the month Fellowship of
Healing
2.00 pm
Kirkbymoorside First Thursday of month Meeting for Worship
12.158 12.45 pm Bring lunch. Drinks
provided
Picnic lunch on last Sunday
followed by discussion
Malton Second Wednesday Gardening followed by a shared
May to September meal
6.008 8.00 pm (from October, the gardening will
be replaced by a talk)
Second and fourth Friday Art Group runs from 18th April to
of the month 27th June. Contact Colin Wicks
1.300 3.30 pm 01944 758629
Every 3rd Sunday after Meeting An half hour session of discussion
Pickering
Third Thursday of the month Meeting for Worship.
12.300 1.00 pm Bring lunch. Drinks provided.
Scarborough Meeting for Worship and
Every Thursday 10.00 am coffee
First Tuesday QPSW Coffee
Mornings. Contact Clerk for
details.
Last Saturday Circle Dancing.
7.30 pm Kate White 01723 353640
Second Friday Healing and Upholding Groupd
8.00 pm 6, Norwich Close, Scalby,
Scarborough
Last Thursday Healing and Upholding Group.
11.00 am FMH

NB Meeting for Worship in all Meetings, including Whitby, are on Sundays at 10.308

11.30am. Meeting for Worship at Fylingdales is the first Saturday bi-monthly, 12.008 1.00pm
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Kirkbymoorside Report: Spring 2009.

Several Friends shared in the Womert
Kirkbymoorside on the 6™ of March. Anna Rowntree enjoyed the
celebrations for her 90™ birthday but sadly had a fall more recently
which broke a wrist, caused bruisi
Very sensibly she is trying to enjoy the rest before moving to her new

home. Our warden Jane Thomas has to be very careful with her back

as she fiovergardenedodo. We wish them

Judith Duncan, who has been taking Assemblies at Kirkbymoorside
Primary School for some time, has responded to a request for a
Quaker input to Rosedale Primary School and is now organising a visit
to the Meeting House.

Congratulations to June Emerson who completed a sponsored cycle
ride to enable a music student to finish her course in this country.
£1,800 was raised and June is hopeful of reaching £2,000.

June was also very involved with Ki
event when the aim was for everyone to be happy and celebrate the
fact that they had now become a ATI
programme of events in which many groups took part and the day

ended with a drumming workshop involving 23 drummers, so |
suppose | could say that the day ended with a bang!

April ended on a first for our Meet
year as the towndbs mayor was al most
service at the meeting house. It was a happy occasion with a full

meeting room and the weather was good enough to take lunch into

the garden where we were serenaded by a small group from the

excellent town band. On the following evening a group of local

Rotarians visited the meeting house where Mary Rowlands told a little

of the history. Both events were seen as outreach. It has been

suggested that Friends might enjoy hearing about other LM'S

fundraising acitivites and where the money is going to be sent .

Lorna Woodroffe, Kirkbymoorside Meeting

natur

eobds extravagance in | ovieanl ed
enjoyabl

e time was had by all 6.

Those of us attending the two springtime Area Meeting Sharing and
Discovering events i Davi d Mal oneb6s day of fil
Science and Religion and the more recent weekend at Worfolk
Cottage were grateful to have found inspiration and a deeply spiritual
response.

Anne Pullon and Brian Fellowes 19.5.09

Sustainable Communities www.flickr.com



12

Springds in the air at

Beverl ey!

Through our activities and events we seem to have been enriching,
laying foundations, sowing seeds and looking forward:-

Picnic lunches following MfW have included doing more work on
our plans for the garden - including how to involve our
chil dr e nandthinkthgabamit outreach and how we can
connect with younger people.

Sunday afternoons have also found us singing songs and hymns
around the piano with Mary Munro-Hill and viewing and
di scussing O0Gateway to Hopeb
David Murden with David Bellamy. The film is about promoting
healing through trade in Ghana and reversing the harm done
by the slave trade.

We hosted one of the Beverley Churches Together Lenten
lunches.

Friday morning sessions on
expert tuition have been well attended and enjoyable

A session on considering our
by Joan Hill and Lydia was well received.

Ivy Broadhurst brought her slide show -fi T h e
Signs-an alternative
sense of fun, enlivening a Wednesday evening for many of us.

Our booksale, in aid of the Brufut project in Gambia, raised £178

Our newly established Sustainability Forum is beginning to take
root.

We were pleased to hear that Phil Entwistle has been exhibiting
some of his mountain paintings at Keswick.

We have found our regular Meeting for Worship with Bridlington
Friends in their homes continuing to meet a need.

Four

Bridlington Friends

Methodist Church in March . Anne Brown writes:

n

3000 daffodils decorated the

and groups, including, would you believe it, a Knitting and Tatting
group! Readings and reflections on the daffodil as evidence of

wr i ti

| mportance
h + and bar Jovelp f

attended

News from Scarborough: 2009

Scarborough LM began the New Year with another series of talks on
"Early Days". Over Jan/Feb/Mar the meeting heard the stories of
William Taylor, Geoffrey Marsden-Jones and Peggy Thomas. Attentive
audiences expressed their appreciation for these opportunities to hear
about life when..and to know one another in new light!

Scarborough LM was host to the P/H Area Meeting on Saturday, 14th of
March 09. Our worship space was dappled with morning sunlight. Bird
song wove through our settling down to the attentions at hand. Area
Clerk, Lydia Harris, with Susan Strange at her side, led us through our
agenda. The business was done before 12:30 PM! With the work
accomplished in such fashion, lunch time offered an extended social
ramble among the tables and tea was optional take-away!

Kathy Spivey, Scarborough Meeting

Report on Scarborough Area Meeting 14th March

Area Meeting at Scarborough in March was all over by 12.30 pm so that
individual nosebags were simultaneously supplemented by Area
Meeting tea. The agenda demonstrated the variety of work that is an
intrinsic part of the life of the Area Meeting

Thanks were given for the service of the previous Clerk, Susan
Dickinson

A report was given of the life and work of Whitby Meeting

Scarborough Borough council is to be asked to take responsibility
for Whitby Quaker Burial ground

One Overseer was released from service and another appointed in
place.

As it has not been possible to nominate a Friend to serve as
Treasurer, temporary arrangements are in place while the
search continues.



The Quaker Theatre Company reported on its work in 2008

Appointments to the

conference were encouraged
Advice about the Criminal Records Bureau checks was received.
Compliance with the Data Protection Act was recorded.

Mary Munroe-Hill gave a lively report of her work as Quaker
Chaplain to Hull University

FAKUM report: Area Meeting Saturday 9th May 2009
Malton Quaker Meeting House

Malton Friends arranged the chairs in a new fashion so that Friends
were not blinded by the sun, which had streamed through the
windows in November, but was partially interrupted by the leaves of
the magnificent trees in May.

Lively reports of Meeting for Sufferings, Quaker Life, Ravensworth
Lodge, Quaker Peace and Social Witness and Quakers in Yorkshire
gave a flavour of many areas of Quaker work and concern. Standing
out particularly among the issues was the matter of climate change
and what Friends can do if they really care about the problem. This
theme was taken up by the Outreach group who intend to take a stall
at the Green Fair at Helmsley Walled Garden in August to display
Quaker material about sustainability.

More domestic matters reported the scattering of ashes of Barbara
Gunn at Malton, the transfer of membership of Rebecca Clare to
Craven and Keithley Area Meeting, the intention to plan a weekend
at Glenthorne 4™ 1 6™ June 2010 (diaries out), the continuing
attempt to transfer responsibility for Bardale Burial ground from
Whitby meeting to Scarborough Borough Council and the
correspondence giving alternative suggestions for resolving conflict
with Clarion Events about their trade fairs promoting armaments .

Treasurersbo

(&)

&
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Towards the Future -
A Commonwealth of Hope

&

Photos by Dennis Parker
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Worfolk Weekend

Sharing and Discovery weekend, 15
0Towards t he

-17 May

Gathered together to consider the themes of Quaker, Environment,
Futur e, and Community, and to i
Empire of Fear and Greed towards a Commonwealth of Hope, Worfolk
Cottage was nearly full with Friends staying, together with more visiting
on the Saturday and Sunday. Being new to this Area Meeting, |
enjoyed the opportunity of getting to know others a little better, and
experiencing Worfolk Cottage was a delight. The themes were deep
and wide, and our, mostly informal, discussions focused on the
environment. With not all able to feel certain for themselves that
human-induced climate change is a fact, together with many varied
views as to the best approaches to counter its effects, the discussions
were at times very lively, and some may have felt personally
challenged.

Some felt that it was wise to wait for the concern to spring from the
Spirit, whilst others felt that more radical and urgent action was
needed. The opportunity, for most, to stay together and attempt to
view, with openness, some of our deeply held convictions, and to work
through our responses to others, was valuable, and, for me, the way
forward. | believe that we need to grapple with these issues,
individually and in our Meetings, so that consensus and strength,
leading to opportunities for change, may be found.

These are challenging times, | feel, and staying with and working
through our responses to the issues, and to each others views, is vital.
What we appeared to have over the weekend was a reflection of the
mixed views of wider society, and, for some, this led to frustration,
believing that Quakers should be taking the lead, and not leaving it to
other groups to find a better way forward to a sustainable future.

Janice Every
Pickering Local Meeting

Futurebo

ma g

Area Meeting approved a budget for the General fund and the
suggested contributions to it from Local Meetings (since found to be
inaccurate and will need to be revised at the next meeting!!) and
appointed the Clerk as a Trustee. As there is still need to find a
Treasurer, a small group was asked to make a clear definition of the
size of each task at present undertaken by those who have taken
interim responsibility so that the tasks of Treasurer are seen to be less
daunting.

Interesting developments for the Treasurer  -ship!

Area Meeting in May heard that the interim arrangements for dealing
wi t h the Area meeting6s fi
Treasurer is undertaken as a team, constituted to share duties and
responsibilities in a creative and manageable way.

Eric Rodham keeps the books, records payments and receipts,
writes cheques, pays in credits and reconciles the books with
bank statements.

John Clint checks the annual accounts for each Local Meeting.

John Woods maintains contact with our investment manager,
convenes Investment Committee, oversees managed funds
and the bank statements for these funds.

Michael Bliss clerks the Finance Committee..

Roger Mattingly agrees payments, prepares and monitors the
budget, prepares the financial reports for Finance Committee,
liaises with the accountants and the Local Meeting treasurers.

The Accountants prepare the Area Meeting core accounts,
consolidate these with Local Meeting accounts. They also
examine or audit the accounts according to the Charity
Commi ssioners6 requirements

This division of responsibilities amongst several Friends is a
temporary one but may well point to a more permanent way forward.

nances



SHARING AND DISCOVERING

Area Meetingds Learning Progr amme

Following on from the day on 6Sci el

Friends Meeting House on Saturday 18th April, Friends who
participated in the day were asked to share some thoughts. Here are a
few of the responses received:

'It was just delightful to be able to spend substantial time pondering
on some of those really deep issues; our approaches to God, god,
spirituality, religion, emerging science and Quakerism, to name but a
few! David Malone's deep thought, spirituality and humanity,
embodied in his films, came shining through. A thoroughly memorable
day which has taken my spiritual journey that bit further. More
please.'

Thank-you for your email about the learning day. | agree it was very
stimulating, almost dizzyingly so. | think what has remained most
vividly with me is the discussion about the notion of self. | felt as if a
torch was being shone in some dim recesses of my mind (whatever
that is!) but that its light was dimmed by the weight of my stiff mental
joints. Much of what the fiims dealt with was material for worshipful
consideration. Light from wherever it might come...

The day really was brilliant. | thought the films were excellent and that
David was a very skilful facilitator i especially because of the varying
perspectives within the room.

The session on Religion and Science, led by David, was more
inspirational and thought-provoking that | could ever have
hoped. Already an admirer of David's films for their visual beauty,
intelligent content, and lack of condescension, | found it a great
opportunity to listen to him speak about his work. The films provoked
passionate discussion, and it felt a great privilege to be part of this
day. | would urge anyone who has not encountered David's
programmes - including Testing God, Dangerous Knowledge, Soul
Searching and High Anxieties - to search them out. One viewing will

not be enough: they are examples of what this medium can offer at its
very best. Many thanks to David and here's hoping for a follow-up.

April's Sharing and Discovery Day, hosted in Scarborough's LM
House, stirred dynamic energies of exploration. Facilitated by David
Malone, using his own films, science and religion were arenas of focus
for divining our "deeper questions" out of the creative tensions that
exist between these disciplines. Part of the beauty of the day for me,
was observing the under-current of dynamic community building as we
sought to deeply respect the amazing diversity of perspective and
queries in our midst. The stretches of hospitality and inclusivity were
huge. We, Quakers, thoughtfully invited deeper exploring of our own
culture to live within these tensions, and yet fathom the creativity both
science and religion can offer. It was a day that left many of us
"yearning for more" conversation and being together in the midst of
living our questions!

*kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkk

Brenda Rigby writes:

"Sharing and Discovering: The art and challenge of listening

After the hugely successful Science & religion day workshop at
Scarborough in April and the enjoyable Worfolk weekend in May, the
next Sharing & Discovering day will be on Saturday 27th June at
Beverley meeting house when Lydia Harris will lead a day on "The art
and challenge of listening". It promises to be an inspiring day and we
encourage as many Friends as possible to come.

The flyers for the day will arrive in meetings very soon."

For information of further Sharing and Discovering days this year,
please see overleatf...



