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DEADLINE 
For   June 2009  Area Meeting  

please send all  
contributions by  Friday  22nd May 2009 

to: 
 
 

P/H Newsletter 
19 Castlegate 

Pickering 
YO18 7AX 

01751 472827 
 

 email  
newsletter@pebble8.freeserve.co.uk 

 
 
 

Thank you  
 

contributors  for all your articles and photos 
Keep them coming in 2009! 

 
 

Editors/cover design: 
 

Alison Lawson and Phyllis and Paul Wicks 
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CONGRATULATIONS ! 
 

To David Woolley of Scarborough Meeting who will become a 
student at Bootham School in York this September. 

“Dear Alison,  
As you know I got in to Bootham and I would like it if you put this in 
the news letter :On January 19 I took the entrance exam for 
Bootham school in York which is a Quaker school and I got in. I am 
really excited about going.” David Woolley, Scarborough  

· Have you seen the updated Worfolk Cottage website? If not, 
click on to www.worfolkcottage.co.uk  

 
· Congratulations to Daphne Wright of Whitby Meeting for  
           becoming a published author—see page 11 for more details 

Ryedale Quaker Documentary 
 
A documentary about Quakers and Quakerism—past, present and 
future—is being made by youngsters (aged 14 and 15 years) from 
three Ryedale Schools, as part of the Creative and Media Studies 
Diploma. The documentary is the result of a project involving 
Ryedale Museum and the schools, and the film of about half an hour 
should be completed by Easter.  Each Wednesday the youngsters 
meet up at Lady Lumleys School in Pickering to do research and to 
be trained in the procedures of film making. They have had some  
exciting moments including an appearance on York Radio, visits 
from Mary Rowlands and Gordon Woodroffe (Kirby Meeting) and a 
representative from the Rowntree Foundation. They have also 
talked via phone link to Hannah Rough-Brooks a Quaker barrister 
working in Palestine who has told them about her work there and 
her previous work as part of a Quaker Peace Project. The project 
has been inspiring and thought-provoking and the documentary 
when completed, will be a positive account of the role of Quakers in 
society from the days of George Fox to the present day and 
beyond...watch this space for more details of progress... 
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Gaza A,B,C,  
A song concerning  bombed school  

 
 

A,b,c, stop killing me 
D,e,f, you all 
G,h,I, don’t want to die 
But its J,k,hell on earth 
This is me learning very well my Gaza A,B,C  
 
M,n,o not in my classroom 
P,q,r, you mad 
S,t,u  shoot bombs in here 
V,w,x,y me? 
Z  my friends lie sleeping, 
Zzz we all lie sleeping 
 
1,2,3 is given me 
Free time from falling death 
4,5,6 I pick up sticks 
My friends they’re buried yet 
This is me ,ma, learning very well my Gaza ABC 
And I’m taking it very seriously 
7,8,9 minutes of time 
They got back to working early 
Its 10 to 12 and its raining shells 
You know the peace was sweet but hurried 
This is me learning my ABC 
 
And I ‘m taking my education very seriously 

 
This was found after the Vigil for Gaza held at Pickering Friends Meeting 

House on Tuesday  17th February 2.00—4.00pm 
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Pictures from Kirkbymoorside Meeting 

 

Walter Webster and Emily Thomas 
- our oldest and youngest members 

Meriel Watson’s birthday (31st December) 
lunch held on 4th January 
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Beverley First Wednesday of the month 
12.30—1.00 pm 
12.30—1.00 pm 

Meeting for Worship 
Bring lunch. Drinks provided. 

Hull  
Weds 12.45—1.15 pm 

Meeting for  
Worship 

 First Wednesday of the month 
 

2.00 pm 

Fellowship of  
Healing 

Kirkbymoorside 
 

First Thursday of month 
12.15—12.45 pm 

 
Picnic lunch on last Sunday 

followed by discussion 

Meeting for Worship 
Bring lunch. Drinks  

provided 
 

Malton Second Wednesday  
May to September 

6.00—8.00 pm 

Gardening followed by a  shared 
meal 

(from October, the gardening will 
be replaced by a talk) 

 Second and  fourth Friday  
of the month 

1.30—3.30 pm 
 

Every 3rd Sunday after Meeting 

Art Group runs from 18th April to 
27th June. Contact Colin Wicks  
01944 758629 
 
An half hour session of discussion 

Pickering  
Third Thursday of the month  

12.30—1.00 pm 

 
Meeting for Worship.  

Bring lunch. Drinks provided. 

Scarborough  
Every Thursday  10.00 am 

Meeting for Worship and  
coffee 

 First Tuesday QPSW Coffee  
Mornings. Contact Clerk for  

details. 

 Last Saturday  
7.30 pm 

Circle Dancing. 
Kate White 01723 353640 

 Second Friday  
8.00 pm 

Healing and Upholding Group— 
6, Norwich Close, Scalby,  

Scarborough 

 Last Thursday  
11.00 am 

Healing and Upholding Group. 
FMH 

AREA MEETING CALENDAR 

NB Meeting for Worship in all Meetings, including W hitby, are on Sundays at 
10.30—11.30am 



   4 

News from Beverley 

                        
We have shared much joy and celebration but we have also found 
our meeting touched by the usual onset of flu, chills and the recent 
death of a Friend. 
 
We have enjoyed: 
  
1 Hearing of  Ken Shepherd’s 90 th birthday in the autumn 
2 A carol-singing session  in December - putting the ‘fun’ into 

fundraising (for Shelter) in Beverley town centre 
3 A new baby  in January – Eveline (Eve) for Matthew and Nuriye 

Happold and a sister for Katy.  We are looking forward to her 
first appearance at our children’s meeting.  

4 Our late, late Christmas party .  Janet Entwistle, our Fun and 
Frivolity co-ordinator, organised our annual mix of silly games, 
challenging quizzes and party songs.  Nearly thirty Friends, 
enjoyed the games - and the cutting of a special cake to mark-:- 

5 Our first nonagenarian couple . (Bill Bolton, 90 on 3.2.09, 
joined his wife Phyllis, who reached the mark last year ). It was 
wonderful to share such joy with their daughters Sheila and 
Janet. Janet Freeman was visiting from her home in the United 
States. 
 

Whilst many Friends have been able to participate in recent events 
we have been aware of those of us who are unable to come to 
meeting or are prevented. 

Beverley Friends can report 
that warmth and good cheer 
have been around us over 
the last couple of months - 
even though another blanket 
of snow has covered up the 
aconites and snowdrops.  
Contrasts of winter and 
bursts of early spring seem to 
be living alongside each 
other for the time being.  
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QCEA/QPSW CONFERENCE 
‘Energy Security, Climate and Conflict’ 

Brussels 5 – 7 December 2008 
 
It was a great privilege to attend this somewhat disturbing 
conference, together with Dilys Cluer of scarborough Meeting. We 
had an intensive couple of days during which the most pressing 
problems currently facing the planet were unflinchingly presented by 
well-informed speakers. A good proportion of the time was spent in 
workshops where none of us escaped the challenge of searching for 
appropriate responses and actions in the light of Quakerism. The 
problems were presented as a ’Triple Crunch’ of Oil and Energy 
Resources, Climate Change and the economy, which are of course 
all interlinked. Two of the most memorable facts presented were: 
 

a) Most of the remaining oil is situated  in extremely unstable 
areas of the world, most of which are surrounded by US 
military bases. 

b) If all the remaining oil were to be burned, the global 
temperature would rise by 6 degrees and cause mass 
extermination. Fossil fuels need to stay in the ground. 

 
Although we are small in numbers, it was felt that Quakers have 
special attributes to bring, particularly in the areas of conflict 
resolution and respected application of political pressure. Also, in 
our own lives, we need to lead by example in lowering our use of 
all resources, and not being afraid to talk and write about it. 
Living simply is much more rewarding than many suppose. 
Laurie Michaelis of ‘Living Witness’ said that we in the rich 
countries need to cut our current consumtion of energy by two 
thirds in order to be effective (www.livingwitness.org.uk) 
I know some came away from the conference somewhat daunted 
by the scale of the problems, but the final message put together 
by the delegates at the end was ‘A Message of Hope and a Call 
to Action’ for every problem is truly an opportunity. 
More details about the conference can be found at 
www.quaker.org/qcea/energysecurity 
 
June Emerson 



   12 

Kirkbymoorside Report 
 
January 2009 
 
Greetings Friends. We hope the year has started 
well for you all, in spite of the weather and various 
‘bugs’ 
We began in fine style when almost fifty Ffriends 
enjoyed a lunch to help Meriel Watson celebrate 

her eightieth birthday which was on the 31st December. It was a very 
happy occasion and we are pleased to report that our new kitchen 
equipment, some of it previously enjoyed, worked well. 
 
On fourth Sunday, following a picnic lunch, June Emerson spoke 
about the conference held in Brussels entitled ‘Not privation but 
appropriate living’. Note June’s report on the next page. 
 
On Sunday 18th January our meeting was well represented at the 
Ryedale Social held at Malton this year. It was great fun with games, 
dancing and delicious food. 
 
Anna Rowntree, a member of the Ebor Textile Group, has some of her 
work exhibited at Helmsley Art Centre throughout the month of 
February. 
 
Mary Rowlands and Gordon Woodroffe were involved with young 
people from Lady Lumley’s School in Pickering, who, in conjuction 
with Ryedale Folk Museum, are making a film about Quakers (see 
report on page   ). Both Friends were very impressed by the quality of 
the questioning. 
 
Birthdays        Mary Abbotson           1st January 
                       Priscilla Webster         28th January 
                       David Morris               11th February 
                       Mary Jepson               15th February 
Congratulations to them. All well over eighty. 
 
Lorna Woodroffe 
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We are thankful for:  
 

1 The life of Dorothy Madron. Dorothy from Leicester 
Meeting, moved into our area to be near her daughter in 
Market Weighton.  Dorothy had been unable to come to 
Meeting but appreciated the Meetings for Worship in her 
residential home.   

 
We have also been heartened by: 

 
2 New attenders and visitors who have been a welcome 

presence at our Sunday Meeting for Worship. 
3 And a new beginning for our meeting newsletter, ‘Staying 

Connected’. We hope it will soon go on to our website 
page.  Please visit!  

 
Brian Fellowes and Anne Pullon 
 
 

The moment one commits oneself then providence 
also  moves. All sorts of things occur to help, 
which otherwise could not have happened. A 
whole stream of events flow from the  
decision, bringing all kinds of unforseen incidents, 
meeting and material assistance which no one 
could have forseen.  
Whatever you can do or dream, you can begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power and magic. 
Begin it now. 

Goether 
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When is a good time not 
to launch an appeal? 

 
Pickering Appeal 

 
Local Friends in the Area Meeting 
may already be aware that 
Pickering Friends have recently 
launched an appeal to raise funds 
for work that is required at the 

Meeting House. The appeal details have been circulated via the 
Friend and directly to local meetings. This article is tell you how 
else we are hoping to raise the £115,000 required to amongst other 
things renew the roof, restore the outside stonework, upgrade the 
kitchen, and improve the warmth retention in our building, which is 
well into it’s third century of service to local Friends! 
 
A small group of Friends have been working alongside the 
Premises committee to plan how to raise the money required. The 
title of this piece is in recognition that early 2009 is perhaps not an 
ideal time to start raising money. However the Meeting has gone 
forward in faith, that support will be forthcoming. We are hoping 
that work will be able to start in 2010. We have already had 
financial support promised from the Area Meeting and Pickering 
Meeting funds, as well as individual donations within the meeting. 
The Appeal Card has spread our net wider to Friends and Meetings 
throughout Britain.  
 
We are hopeful that requests to various trusts (Quaker and non 
Quaker) and grant making bodies (local and National) will be 
successful as the year goes on. The appeal group is very grateful 
to assistance from Kirbymoorside Friends in providing practical 
guidance on these matters. 
 
The third strand of the appeal will be various local fund raising 
activities throughout the year. We really hope local Friends in 
Ryedale and beyond will be able to support these events. Details 
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Daphne Wright of Whitby Meeting talks about her new book 
‘Through the Forest’: 
 
This is the first of a trilogy of fantasy novels – the others being 
‘Journey Over the Mountains’ and ‘Journey Through Water’ 
respectively. It tells the story of a journey of initiation for two children 
who encounter several characters and undergo physical, emotional 
and spiritual challenges as they travel.  
Copies of the book can be ordered at www.lulu.com where you can 
also read the first ten pages and a synopsis of the book. 
Daphne says: “I’m very excited.. A friend from the Whitby Writers 
Group went into our local library and told them they should have my 
book because I was a local writer and had taught yoga etc in the 
area. The lady took the details but said that Head Office chose their 
books. So I’m encouraging Friends to go into their local library and 
ask to borrow the book. If there’s a demand, it should encourage 
them. I’ve told them it could be in the children’s section and the adult 
fantasy section. Keeping my fingers crossed.” She also says: “If 
people can’t go online to order the book, I’m willing to send for them 
and they can order from me. The postage is cheaper if I order more 
than a few …it means they work out at £7 per book. 
 
There has been some publicity already and it is to be hoped that the 
book does well. 
Congratulations Daphne! 
 
 
 

Daphne and Friends outside 
Whitby Meeting place 
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FAKUM writes: 

We had a new clerk at the table at Area Meeting in Beverley in 
February. Lydia Harris, with Susan Strange beside her, was learning 
her role and took us with her on an exciting voyage of discovery. 
There was a domestic agenda dealing with those household matters 
that are the backbone of any organisation’s life.  

Local meetings reported that the duties of meetings had been 
accomplished in 2008.  We heard, from the report of the Tabular 
Statement for 2008, that numbers were slightly down on the previous 
year. The deaths of Gladys Wilson, Barbara Gunn and Dorothy 
Maddren were recorded and a testimony to the grace of God in the life 
of Trevor Jepson was initiated. We agreed to the transfer of 
membership in of Arthur Harrison (Beverley) and Eleanor Coss (Hull) 
and the transfer out of Fiona Fullerton (Beverley).We heard of teething 
troubles with the new technology at Worfolk Cottage amidst the 
burgeoning number of visitors using the newly restored cottage. We 
heard of the activities of Beverley meeting and of how Friends are 
trying to strengthen the sense of community in the meeting. The 
prodigious work of Nominations Committee came through the 
simplicity of its report for 2008. We thanked Chris Fellowes for her 
work as Treasurer (during which time – surely never again! - we have 
sold three meeting houses, bought another and refurbished Worfolk 
Cottage), as we accepted the Area Meeting’s annual report and 
financial statements for 2007 (sic!) and established a small committee 
to administer the funds of the Acklam fund, now swelled by the sale of 
Quaker Cottage, Hornsea. We made appointments to our finance 
committee, Quakers in Yorkshire Arrangements Committee, Quaker 
Outreach in Yorkshire, QPSWC Spring Conference, and Ackworth 
General Meeting and decided to find Friends to attend QPSW 
conferences on the autumn. We heard of Quakers in Yorkshire’s 
meeting in January, which herd of work with asylum seekers, and 
Meeting for Sufferings’ meeting in February, which considered the 
Quaker response to the World Council of Churches new nominations 
for the next triennium. 

The agenda sounds more frenetic than it was because there was a 
sense of space, lightness of touch  and peace that allowed the 
business to proceed without undue haste in the best tradition of 
Quaker business methods. 
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will be circulated through local meetings in due course, so do look 
out for musical evenings, cream teas, a garden party and plenty 
more. 
 
If any members of the Area Meeting would like to contribute to the 
appeal themselves please send donations to, and make cheques 
payable to; 
 Pickering Friends Meeting House Appeal, c/o The Wardens, 19 
Castlegate, Pickering, North Yorkshire, YO18 7AX. Donations can 
be via CAF cheque or Gift Aided. 
 
If you have other questions about the appeal please contact David 

Griffiths, Barbara Hurlock, Alison Dunne or John Lawson at 
Pickering 01751 472827 

Follow thine own star.                   Dante 
 
What we truly and earnestly aspire to be, that in some 
sense we are .                               Jameson 
 
No star is ever lost we once have seen, 
We always may be what we might have been.   
                                                      Unknown 
 
If a man does not keep pace with his companions, 
perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. 
Let him step to the music which he hears, however 
muffled or far away.           Henry David Thoreau 
 
That to which we most constantly return constitutes 
our truest self. Though to man we are what we have 
been, yet to God we are what we could be. 
                                           Stephen Berrien Stanton 
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SHARING AND DISCOVERY 
The Year’s Programme 

 
Spiritual Journeys   21st February   Malton  
4 local Friends will share their journeys with us in a worshipful 
setting. 
 
Science and Religion   18th April  Scarborough  
Films and discussion, introduced by David Malone, through which 
we will consider the questions What challenge does science pose 
for religion? and, What positive challenge does religion pose for 
science? 
 
Towards the Future –a Commonwealth of Hope   
15th-17th May   Worfolk Cottage 
A relaxed weekend bringing together the themes Quaker, 
Environment, Future, and Community, exploring our responses to 
the challenges that face us now and that will face our children in 
the future. Where better to do this that Worfolk Cottage? 
 
The Art and Challenge of Listening   27th June  Beverley   
Through poetry, open discussion and small group activities we will 
explore how truly radical and powerful Quaker listening can be. 
 
Strange Creatures –   What is a Quaker and why be o ne?  
26th September   Kirkbymoorside         
A day led by Rex Ambler asking questions like – What is it to be a 
Quaker? Are we merely a quiet and quaint anachronism from 
England’s past? or, Should we look more closely at ourselves and 
realise that we have profoundly important insights to offer today’s 
torn and embattled world? 
 
Radical Roots    17th November  Pickering 
We are inheritors of a Quaker revolution that moved the 
unmoveable God-on-high and placed “him” in the breast and mind 
of the humblest and poorest. It threw up men and women of radical 
hope, clarity and courage, who fearlessly championed the Truth 
against comforts of social convention. Can we be such people 
again? 
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A more detailed programme is available in local meetings or can be 
obtained from the AM website at www.pandhquakers.org.uk or from 
the Friends listed below. 
 
The day sessions will normally be from 10.30am until 4.00pm, with 
drinks before and after. Please bring packed lunch. Drinks provided. 
 
Sharing & Discovering Group  members are: 
David Malone (Scarborough LM), Brenda Rigby (Beverley LM) and 
Elaine Rock (Pickering LM).  Suggestions for future themes, general 
queries and evaluations of the 2009 programme are welcome and 
can be sent to any of these Friends. It is important that we enable all 
to attend these sessions if they wish. If you have special practical 
needs, please contact Brenda Rigby to discuss how they could be 
addressed (01482 886131 or brigby@rigby2003.karoo.co.uk). 
 
******************** 
 
Friends, the Sharing & Discovering Programme Group needs help 
from willing Friends in local meetings who have been Criminal 
Records Bureau checked. Why? Because we want to make the 
Sharing and Discovering Programme as inclusive as we possibly 
can. We’d like to make special arrangements for young people 
during the Sharing and Discovering Programme sessions.  If you 
think you might be able to help, please contact Brenda Rigby on 
01482 886131 or by email (brigby@rigby2003.karoo.co.uk). Two 
people would normally be required for each session. The 
arrangements would be made in conjunction with the Programme 
Group. 
 
Activities could be simple or adventurous and would involve perhaps 
3-5 young people. They could be inside or outside the meeting 
house. For example, in February a visit to Malton Museum was 
organised during the morning where special activities for children 
had been arranged. During the afternoon, back at the meeting 
house, they did creative things with paints!  
 
Details of the programme are included in this newsletter. If you can 
help on a specific date, please get in touch. We’d be very grateful. 
Brenda Rigby. 


